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Highlights of Your Journey 
 

• 10 days in the Ecuadorian Andes with accomplished photo instructors and tour leaders Joel and 
Karen Schulman. 

• Spend 3 nights in a lovely Villa in the Village of Nono, set in the Cloud Forest with 
hummingbirds, local cultural visits, and warm hospitality. 

• Half-day tour in Colonial Quito, with a visit to the Solar Museum of Intiñan, at the Equator. 
• Wander the quaint cobblestone streets of Cuenca, visit local craftsmen and women, and 

explore the Ingapirca Archeological Site. 
• All accommodations are in the heart of your photographic locations. 
• Enjoy unique visits and impromptu stops for special photographic moments. 
• Your leaders will offer photography education, assistance, and evening photography programs. 

 
For more information or to register, contact Strabo Photo Tour Collection: 

607-756-8676                     www.phototc.com 
 
 
  



Welcome to a land of endless discovery. Visiting Ecuador is finding a paradise full of wonder and 
astonishing natural attractions. The country is rapidly becoming a prime destination for photographers 
and naturalists because the land is being wisely protected with a system of national parks and private 
reserves. This itinerary has been designed to provide you with the premier photo locations that 
Ecuador has to offer, as well as immerse you in the Ecuador the typical tourist does not get to see.  
 
The program begins in the Colonial City of Quito, with its best-preserved, least altered historic center in 
Latin America. Then you will travel south along the Avenue of the Volcanoes, staying in an amazing 
traditional Hacienda surrounded by gardens. The tour continues to the quaint village street scenes of 
colorful Cuenca, with its cafes and galleries tucked among the narrow cobblestone streets, and where 
you will also get to photograph in the surrounding artisans’ villages.  
 
Return north to Nono, one of many small villages in 
the hills above Quito, that Strabo Tours feels is very 
special. One of your tour leaders, Karen Schulman, 
made a wonderful friend, Lorena Tapia de Morillo, 
on a previous visit to Ecuador. Her lovely 
guesthouse will be your home base to explore this 
less traveled, unique, cloud forest region of 
Ecuador. Here you’ll have opportunities to 
photograph the warm, local people of the village, 
colorful hummingbirds in the cloud forest, a private 
nature reserve, and much more. You will enjoy 
lunch in a traditional hacienda, and have a cooking 
lesson and dinner in your home away from home. 
 
Travel the Eco-Route of the Hummingbirds, and 
focus on the rich land, the people, and crafts. Take 
time to learn about the people of this country and 
about the historical perspective of their fine crafts. 
Many of the indigenous people who live in these 
areas still maintain their cultural manifestations 
through dress, language (Quechua), and festivities. 
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An invitation letter from your guesthouse owner is on the last page of this 
brochure. Lorena welcomes you to feel at home in their lovely villa. 

 
 

Your Tour Leaders 
Karen and Joel look forward to sharing their love of this incredible 
country and its people during our very special cultural and 
photographic journey. During the tour, your leaders will offer visual 
presentations and discussions highlighting personal vision, how color 
and light combine to capture ‘the moment’, group photography 
reviews, inspiration and education so that everyone can learn from 
one another, as well as individually.  
 
Karen and Joel have been working in the photographic field for 40 
years and are both accomplished professional photographers. Karen 
is a skilled and sensitive photographic artist and educator and during 



your tour will share ideas and knowledge to help you create great travel photographs, whether you are 
using a DSLR or an iPhone! Joel is an expert in the digital imaging world and has done photographic 
printing for some of the most notable names in fine art photography. He will share his knowledge of both 
the technical and creative aspects of the photographic medium. Both are passionate iPhoneographers 
and during your tour will offer optional creative iPhoneography instruction.  
Our goal is to make this tour enjoyable and fun for 
both serious and casual photographers! From 
Karen: “I encourage each person to give 
themselves permission to make mistakes, 
permission to create. The more we learn to ‘see’ 
with our mind, heart and spirit, the more of an 
adventure life becomes.”  
 
If you wish to review Joel’s work or contact him: 
www.photographicsart.com, 
joel@photographicsart.com or Karen:  
www.focusadventures.com, 
karen@focusadventures.com. View Karen’s 
Online Fine Art Gallery: 
https://www.photographicsart.com/karen-g-schulman-fine-art-prints 
 
 
 

Itinerary 
 
September 16  Home – Quito, Ecuador  
Today fly to Quito, Ecuador. At 9,000 feet 
in elevation, Quito is one of the world’s 
highest capitals, and one of South 
America’s most historic and charming 
cities. The majority of flights arrive late 
evening and there will be a group transfer 
to your accommodations in the heart of 
Quito (time TBA, estimated 11PM). Your 
lodge is a beautiful house converted into a 
boutique hotel, located in one of Quito’s 
charming neighborhoods. Overnight Quito 
 
September 17  Colonial City of Quito  
There will be an introductory meeting and 
breakfast this morning with your photo 

leaders at approximately 9AM. Meet your local guide in the hotel lobby at 10AM, and enjoy a tour of 
Colonial Quito, including winding streets and architecture that reflect the Indian and Spanish culture 
dating back to the sixteenth century. Quito is also an important World Heritage Site of plazas, churches, 
and cathedrals. Some of your stops include Independence Square with its Presidential Palace, the 
dazzling gold-leafed La Compañia Church, and the San Francisco Square. After lunch we will visit the 
Solar Museum of Intiñan, at the Equator, before returning to the hotel with time to relax and prepare for 
your journey tomorrow. Overnight Quito (B, L) 
 
September 18  Riobamba 
This morning we will have an early transfer south, capturing the breathtaking landscapes along the 
route. There will be time to photograph at Pujili, one of the many indigenous markets that has taken 



place for decades for the locals by the 
locals. They come together every week to 
exchange fruits, vegetables, and their 
handmade ceramics and pottery, as well 
as woven goods. Not too far away you will 
enjoy the beauty and splendor of Quilotoa 
Volcano Crater Lake, formed when the 
volcano collapsed and the resulting crater 
was filled with a startling emerald-green 
lake, the color resulting from volcanic 
minerals. Continuing south, you will arrive 
in late afternoon light to photograph the 
gardens of your beautiful hacienda. 
Overnight Riobamba (B, L, D).  
 
September 19 – 21  Cuenca      
Depart early this morning for the historical Ingapirca ruins. Ingapirca means “Inca wall” in Kichwa. It is 
Ecuador's most important set of pre-Columbian ruins. The sun temple stands on a hill with panoramic 
views over the surrounding countryside. It is highly impressive, and the site has a fascinating history. 
Given time afterwards you will photograph a lovely church not far from the ruins. Continue south to 
Cuenca, your destination for the next three evenings.  

 
Cuenca’s beauty and colonial atmosphere are best experienced on foot, 
where you will photograph the tangible and intangible essence of the 
city. Begin your first morning here with a walking tour of what is 
considered the French Route of Cuenca. The first French Mission was 
built in 1739. During the tour you will photograph magnificent churches, 
beautiful old buildings with wrought iron balconies and carved wooden 
doors. You will learn of the history of life experiences, anecdotes, beauty 
and tradition. After lunch you will be able to visit and photograph in a 
traditional Panama hat factory. 
 
The next morning you will head out with your photo leaders and your 
Ecuadorian guide to explore additional locations surrounding Cuenca. 
Visit the Las Herrerias neighborhood, which houses many blacksmith 
workshops, where you can photograph 
the artists working as well as their 
beautiful wrought iron artwork.  You 
will also explore some of the most 
beautiful small artisan villages outside 

of Cuenca – Gualaceo, Chordeleg and San Bartolome – known for 
their traditionally handcrafted jewelry, pottery, leather goods, 
handmade guitars and macanas (shawls), that women have woven 
from alpaca wool for centuries. One evening during your stay you will 
photograph sunset at Mirador de Turi, from the Church of Turi, where 
there are amazing views of Cuenca’s famous, romantic skyline. 
Overnight Cuenca (B, L three days) 
 
September 22-24  Cloud Forest – Nono Internal flight included 
You will have an internal flight today, taking the group from Cuenca 
Airport back to Quito. You will be transferred upon your arrival to your 
home away from home for the next three evenings in the Village of 



Nono. There will be a photography stop along the way and then continue on to your Villa, get settled in 
and enjoy a photo shoot in the gardens.  
 
The first day in Nono you will be immersed in the village with opportunities to interact with and 
photograph the smiling faces of this region. Your host will introduce you to many friends and a heartfelt 
project developed to assist the indigenous population of the region. The Village of Nono is the perfect 
destination for nature lovers, hikers, birders, photographers and those who enjoy meeting local people 
and learning about culture and history. Return to your guesthouse to enjoy a cooking lesson and dinner. 

 
The following day you will travel the EcoRoute of the Hummingbird, 
surrounded by magnificent mountains, bathed by creeks and waterfalls, 
and decorated with wildflowers, bromeliads and orchids. This area is 
known as "Boca Mountain" where there are strong winds from the east, 
and the fog from the cloud forest produces moisture everywhere you 
look. Enjoy a delicious lunch at a lovely hacienda. Overnight Nono (B, D; B, 
L, D; B, L) 
 

September 25  Nono - Quito - Home  
The majority of flights depart Quito in the evening, therefore you will 
have another day to enjoy this unique area that most tourists never get 
to experience. The Yanacocha Reserve offers hikes of various activity 
levels and your guide will seek out flora, fauna and beautiful 
hummingbirds for you to photograph. Return to your Villa, where there  
will be time to pack for your flight out and enjoy your farewell meal with 
your new Ecuadorian friends in their guesthouse. Please note, due to the 
evening flight, you will arrive home tomorrow, September 26. (B, L) 
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Covid-19 Update 
Strabo Tours is committed to continuing the wonderful photography/cultural programs that we have 

offered for almost 20 years. We are very committed to 
providing you with a safe journey and therefore have 
adopted new protocols for Strabo and our partners. 
We need each of our guests to understand and 
commit to adopting these protocols as well. What we 
have all learned in 2020 is that we know how to better 
protect ourselves and those around us, whether we are 
at home or abroad.  
 
The new protocols will discuss the issues that have the 
greatest impact on reducing the transmission of 
illnesses. In order to have the broadest protection for 
Strabo, our partners, and guests, we will all need to 
follow these guidelines to protect the health of each 
other. Please note that several resources have been 
reviewed to develop these new protocols including the 
CDC, WHO and WTTC. Please contact Strabo Tours if 
you have any questions or concerns. We are here to 
help and guide you through your journey. 
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General Information 
Land cost: $3995, based upon a minimum of 8 paying passengers, 
maximum of 12.  Please note land cost includes internal flight on 
September 22. There is a $400 small group surcharge if 6 or 7 paying 
passengers. All of our program prices are based on double occupancy.  
 
Single room supplement: $395, Single rooms are subject to 
availability. We try to accommodate single travelers who request 
single accommodations, as well as single travelers who are looking for 
a roommate. If a single room is requested, we are unable to find a 
suitable roommate, or you are in a single for another reason, you will 
need to pay the single supplement. 
 
The land cost includes:  
• Group transportation for tour events & internal Ecuador flight. 
• Accommodations based on two people sharing a room. 
• Services of driver and guide during the tour. 
• Meals as listed in itinerary. 
• Extensive pre-departure information and services. 
• Photo Instruction by Karen and Joel Schulman. 

 
The land cost does not include:  International air fare; air fare tax; airport transfers; additional transfers 
or accommodations that may be required by those not traveling with the group; any meals not listed as 
included; activities listed as optional, or those taken on your own; passport expenses; personal medical 
or travel insurance; any expenses of a personal nature or those not listed in what is included; tips to 
guides and service staff. 
 
Please contact Strabo if you would like assistance with International Airfare. 
 

Book with Confidence: Bookings through May 1, 2021, will have lower cancellation fee should 
guest cancel or change to future trip. Contact Strabo Tours for details. 
 

Deposits, Cancellations AND Refunds 
A deposit of $750 per person is required. Specific tours 
may require an additional deposit due to 
accommodation bookings or transportation 
requirements. If applicable these will be noted on your 
invoice. Payment in full is required when bookings are 
made less than 120 days before the departure date. 
Space is subject to cancellation by Strabo if payment is 
not received when due.    

If a passenger wishes to cancel they must send 
notification in writing to: Strabo International Tour Co., 
P.O. Box 580, Dryden, NY 13053; fax 208-545-4119. At 
the time we receive your notification, the following per person charges apply:  

• 91 days or more before departure: $300 cancellation fee, plus Strabo’s costs, as well as fees that are 
charged by the suppliers providing the services included in your tour, and/or the airlines providing the air 
transportation.   



• 61-90 days before departure: $500 minimum cancellation fee, plus Strabo’s costs, as well as fees that 
are charged by the suppliers providing the services included in your tour, and/or the airlines providing 
the air transportation. Fees may range from 25% to 100% of tour costs.   

• 60 days or less before departure or anytime after departure: NO REFUND.   

Refunds for services that are voluntarily not used by you cannot be made. 
 

Fitness And Health  
The trip is designed to be fun and adventurous. 
Photo opportunities are in villages, or around the 
accommodations. It can be moderately strenuous 
if you take advantage of walks each day, 
sometimes uphill in the heat, mud, cold, or high 
altitude (7000 -10,000 feet). You should discuss 
this altitude with your physician. Anyone who is 
reasonably fit should be able to participate in all 
scheduled walks, but if you have questions about 
how much activity is involved, please inquire 
further. At present, no inoculations are required for 
entry from the United States or Canada. 
 

Food & Accommodations 
The comfortable inns and haciendas in the midst of our photographic locations allow us to relax and 
enjoy the Capital of Quito, and the less traveled side of Ecuador. Food and water are generally safe in 
Ecuador; however we do recommend taking precautionary medicine with you in case you are affected 
while traveling. Your local guide can offer guidance if you have concerns. Ecuadorian food is not spicy. 
Menus are usually simple, but the food is always good and plentiful. Breakfast menus are much like 
those in North America. Rice, meat, beans, and vegetables are usually served at lunch and dinners. Local 
cheeses are quite good. Delicious fruits and juices are abundant.   
 

Insurance 
Each participant must be covered by medical insurance that is 
valid overseas. 
 
We strongly urge you to evaluate your risk and to take out 
insurance on your trip. It is vital for you to realize that if you 
experience a delay or find it necessary to cancel or cut short your trip 
for any reason, you will lose part or the entire sum you’ve invested in 
it (see the section “Deposits, Cancellations and Refunds” in the trip 
brochure). Your tour could also be cancelled or cut short due to 
reasons out of Strabo’s control (pandemic, outbreak, or natural 
disaster are just some examples) and Strabo cannot be held 
responsible. 
 

Travel insurance helps to minimize the risk of monetary losses you 
would incur in the event of a delay of your departure due to weather, 
airline strike, missed connection, etc., your inability to travel for 
reasons such as illness, injury, unforeseen financial complications 
and other personal circumstances, or if you were required to cut  

            © Lorena Tapia de Morillo           your trip short for medical or any other reasons. 
 



There are restrictions and limitations on any insurance 
program.  For this reason, please read carefully the 
enclosed pamphlets, which outline their program of trip 
cancellation, baggage, and medical insurance. There are 
various levels of coverage you should be aware of before 
making your purchase. Trained agents are  available to 
answer your questions, so don’t hesitate to call the toll-
free number in their brochure. It is to your advantage to 
apply for insurance at the earliest possible time, so don’t 
delay in making a decision.  
 
 
        
                        © Lorena Tapia de Morillo  
 

 
 

An invitation letter from your guesthouse owner is on the next page of this 
brochure. Lorena welcomes you to feel at home in their lovely villa. 

 
 
 
 

  



 
THE STORY OF VILLA DORIS: BLESSED IN THE CLOUDS, 
We found Ecuador’s best kept secret! 
 

Written by Lorena Tapia de Morillo 
 
Fourteen years ago, my Argentinean husband, an intrepid traveler who loved taking me off the beaten 
path, drove us on a route he discovered that links Quito with the village of Nono and the valley of 
Tandayapa. It is now known as the Eco-route of the Hummingbird. I fell in love with the amazing green 
scenery, the wildflowers and the terraces cultivated with corn and potatoes. This ecosystem is called 
the cloud forest. Imagine a place where the clouds bathe the mountains and hummingbirds play with the 
flowers! This is what Nono is about. 
 
We decided this was the perfect spot for having a country house. To our surprise, big cattle haciendas 
and tiny adobe houses surrounded this little town, which had been founded in colonial times. But none of 
the smaller houses were for sale. Nonetheless, several neighbors accepted our offers, in which we had 
to bring cash (no credit cards or checks were accepted at that time in the village). They then changed 
their minds, sending us sadly back to Quito. 
 
Three months later on a weekday, my husband came to our office in Quito with great news: he had 
bought a property for us! After seeing the property, I expressed: “What have you done, Carlos? How 
could you waste our savings on this?” My husband could see beauty above the mess. 
 
But the land was now ours! The ravine needed to be brought back to life as well as the tiny 40 - year old 
adobe house. Our dreams started from zero and as I normally say when we have difficult times “let ́s put 
some heart to it.” Carlos built, re-built, recycled and gave shape to our dreams. The tiny adobe house 
started with two bedrooms, a bathroom and a small kitchen-dining area. After rebuilding a few times, our 
lovely cottage grew to be the perfect guest house to accommodate small groups wanting to explore the 
real Ecuador. The ravine turned into a lovely garden full of trees and flowers, home now to many species 
of hummingbirds (depending on the season), other birds, and animal life. 
 
The visit of a great friend to us, Mrs. Karen Schulman, an American photographer, nature lover and 
adventurer, changed the destiny of our house. She was surprised by the scenery, the closeness to Quito, 
the charm of the local people who by then, were already our beloved neighbors. Through Karen we 
learned that tourists want to see the true soul of our country, experience its people, its culture, its living 
history. 
 
Villa Doris, named after my mother-in-law who died when we bought the land, is now a wonderful place 
for our guests to experience what is blessed in the cloud forest. Our staff is well trained, and my 
husband’s son opened a restaurant in town (which is praised by our clients as one of the highlights of 
Ecuador). We work with the local women who have learned to embroider as a traditional craft and great 
native guides who want to share their love of Ecuador with you. Learn about medicinal plants, explore 
walking paths in the forest reserves, horseback riding, biking, visiting a hacienda or birdwatching. 
 
We love what we do and want to share our country with you! Come visit Ecuador and our lovely guest 
house, experience our paradise and take home wonderful memories, the smile of our people and the 
gratitude of our family who put our soul into making this paradise possible for those who want to be part 
of the magic. 
 

Carlos, Lorena & Elisa 
Nono – Villa Doris 


